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‘ery lines. It was rather a pride in manhood itself, as if because of it the possi- 
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” September 23, 1927. son ara el a 
Air Corps Washington, D.U. 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distritute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation, 
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AVIATION BACKFIRES UPON A RETURN FROM EUROPE 
by A. la. Jacobs 

We must confess that when it was finally, decided that we were going to Europe, 
aviation was not the only thing in our thoughts. Indeed, it being our first cross- 
ing, it was perhaps not even foremost, There were potavoes souffle and crepes 
Suzette, Michael Angelo and the Casacombs, the Alps and Heidsick Lionopol, iiusso= 
lini and the Tower of London. Sut, somehow or other, once there the darn thing 
insinuated itself so persistently that even had we wished we could not have es-= 
caped it. 

At Versailles in the Grove of Apollo, shut in by dense leafiness and with 
the marble god and his ettendants carrying us back in fancy severnl thousands of 
years, suddenly above us there was the sound of a motor and we were snatched from 
the ancient past to the livirg present in a breath. At the military exhitit in 
des Invalides, a doughty model, resembling a De Haviland, with a card placed be-= 
fore it bearing the words "Auerican -- Curtiss k-6 (Racer)", exercised our ris- 
ibles. Following the gaze of a crowd to the revolving tulletins on the roof of 
a Paris newspaper office, we learvsd that the flyers, Nungesser and Voli, whon 
earlier editiors had annourced saisly over New York uity, had not teen heard from - 
that the first report had Leen a ristake, At the Opsiva that night we hurried to 
the balcony with thesane anxious haste of our French hosts 150king for better news. 
For days we watched the sadness settle, "But another blow :o France", those hope= 
less faces seemed to scy. 

It was during a haircut that a paper was put into or hands announcing that 
a certain "Flying Fool" had appeared among the American trans-Atlantic contestants 
in New York who would attempt to cross the ocean alone, flying without radio and 
with thesole guidance of an earth inductor compass, a plane whose gasoline tank 
shut off all forward vision, The young man would, no dou, it was naively ex- 
plained, follow the Byrd crart across the water and then, hoving the lighter ship, 
would shoot ahead upon sighting Ireland and arrive first in Paris. 

The name of the flyer wis net unknown to us. We had had the accident report 
with accompanying photograph of his first emerzency parachute jump at the age of 
twenty-two at Kelly Field. We had followed his career through three subsequent 
leaps to safety. It wus even then a picturesque career, t+, in Paris, where 
the ache of a flying loss still lingered, we rather trembled at the chances he 
was taking. 

Then we left France for southern Italy, and again aviation intruded its pres= 
ence into a scene of ancient laziness, blue sea, warm sun, and brilliant flowers, 
When we learned that the grect trick had been turned, 

“Allow me to congratulate you upon the feat of your countryman", said our 
host in his difficult correct Hnglish on a certain Sunday morning. "The young 
Zan e=- he reached Paris last night". 

It seems strange now thet, remeabering the bitter sadness of the Paris we had 
left, our first thought was cne of fear that the French would not have much of a 
welcome for our unknown flyer, and in the days that followed we marveled at a thing 
almost as splendid as the Atlantic flight itself in the fine sportmanship of that 
greeting. 

Nor was France alone in her enthusiasm. Everywhere there was a pride in that 
achievement scarcely less then our own, It was net | thing of continental bound- 
ELlity of greater accomplishments for all men existed for a Lit in every man's 
Vision, . 

It was in Rome one day, at the close of an unusual religious celebration, 
that we found tie sky above us suddenly swarming with what appeared to be twoe 
seater fighters, flying in effective and beautiful formstion at different levels, 
S0 that those ontop sesmed very small birds and those beneath the fair-sized bi- 
Planes they were, It was a spectacular display to impress a dramatic people, and 
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it delivered its message that Italy was not asleep in its most important military 
branch more potently than words could have conc. 

Many weeks later in the high Alns, we looked out over a vast circle of snowy 
peaks from another peak -- the Rigi-Kulm -- ang the panorana reminded us of the 
very fine photographs Captain Stevens had made several years ago when flying with 
Lieutenant Macready through our own Westera mountain ranges, They must have cov 
ered just such scenery, 

Suddenly, as if the thought had been magically visualized, a swift slim plane 
came out of the clouds, circling the peak so low above us that the observer waved 
a friendly international greeting. Several times they rounded the Rigi, finally 
striking off into the blue as blithely as if sountain flying were not chancey 
business and the nearest landing field miles awa, 

Finally, we sete in Amsterdam and were anes to the Fokker plant, where 
a great two-float flying boat bomber for the Dutch East Indies was under. construcs 
tion, along with two-seater fighters for the Dutch Government, some sports flying 
boats and several of the famous F-VIIs. It was a neat, industrious, busy place, 
with the feel of concentrated activity one does not find so often in the older 
countries, and the assembly hangar made us homesick for licCook. 

We had heard and read much of Schinol airdrowe, and that same afternoon we 
made our first approach upon it, with a ws-load of passengers, some palpably un- 
easy, who were departing for various parts of Evrope. It was rainy and windy, but 
they departed just the cume,. 

Had we never before been sold on the proposition of commercial aviation, it 
would have required but that visit to have canvinced us of its top-whole alright- 
hess, It would be well if the whole United States could be parked in that little 
Dutch airdrome just one afternoon. In this country, development of commercial avi- 
ation is allocated in the theught of the public so generally to the future that 
one wonders if it isn't a bed habit we've been indulging ourselves in awe long. 
There, one rememhers all the talk over here abouti "it's bound to come", and sees 
that simply and énevitably "it is". 

All through the afternocn, plenes took off and came in, to and from Paris, 
London, Rotterdam, Basle, Berlin, Malmo. ‘The weather was vile. It had been vile 
for several days, and it was to lengthen into the stretch that caused CVomuander 
Byrd such difficulty. We in this country can scarcely concieve of the daup, cold, 
wet, foggy gloominess that can persist day upon dsy in Holland and England and the 
Channel regions and which, in spite of radio and excellent ground organization, 
prove the greatest handicap a scheduled aviation perforuance could be called upon 

to meet. And thoseplanes meet it gallantly and sofely with rewarkable trueness to 
schedule. They start promptly and come in when expe ded, or are accounted for by 
radio. ‘he Paris plane left, at four with one pussenger, and indifferent German 
whose nose was buried in his newspaper, By eight he would be in Paris, leaving 

him the evening to get settled at his hotel and having him ready for business first 
thing inthe morning, Radio messages reported the F-VII from iialmo, Sweden, delay- 
ed by head winds and storm, It was more than an hour late when it finally appeared, 
but come in it did, 

The ground work in connection with these comings and goings was dispatched 
without fuss, Pilots climbed down from planes and disappeared in the hangars to 
nake reports. Others came férth and swunz into the planes. Baggage was expertly 
moved between planes and motor tuses. Passengers were directed with a casual 
courtesy that gave them all the necessary information and corfidence besides. The 
Whole business, in fact, was conducted with an ease and lack of excitement that 
would have been the envy of a lady boarding hous sekeeper announcing three common= 
place meals a day. 

It struck us as rather an anomoly that we, who are the oldest nation from the 
point of view of airplane fli got, who are indu tita tly the foremost in mechanical 
development, should still retain something of the slightly hysterical in our ate 
titude toward aviation. Generally speaking, the American reaétion is still emo- 
tional rather than practical. All flyers are locked upon as heroes s, and a fatal- 
ity is shuddered owr as an especially frightful ending, Certainly, we have noth- 
ing to match in effect the accepted practicability that belongs to Europe in their 
established commercial airdromes. iilitary fields do not count, necessary as we 
<now them to be, for to the great body of people, military activities are vague 
vhings to bt thought of only in connection with a war that is nct on the horizon. 
The Air Mail does not count, unique and magnificient as its development has teen 
and fortunate as America is in possessing it. For ta the popular conception, es- 
pecially off the main air routes, the Air Mail consists in a number of brave young 
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men who fly by night and get the letters to tneir dectinations net near as much 


sooner as one would think. It is only as flying can te made to enter the warp 

and woof cf daily living thet it will ke accented as a wedium for confidence and 
use. ‘ihe proportion of people in Europe who would not for anything in the world 
depart from terra firme in any kind of flizht -- even one of the imagination -- 

is no doult as greatas that in the Unitec States, Hven this type of person would 
have to wt cranky and illogical in the extreme, however, not to have his reluc= 
tarice ahd fear greatly diminished by an afternoon at Schipol. And Europe has seve 
eral such airdromes. We of the United States, no matter what our greater accomp-= 
lishments, may well envy her them and hone to hasten the day of their est@blish- 
ment in our own country with our every effort, 

The next morning we appreached Schipol a second thmej as passenger. The rain 
beat upon the tus wirdows lugulriously as we made our way to the field, We had 
been told that four were booked to go But there had evidently teen can ellations, 
as tutttvo of us stepped from under umtrellas into the plane. The previous aftere- 
noon we had heard a young lady ask, "Do the planes always fly no matter what the 


‘ weather?" and the answer, "Unless it is dangerous, madam", seemed to settle the 


matter very acceptably as far as’ passengers were concerned. The rain did not 
slacken as we took the air but whipped upon the pilot's slanting windshield, drip- 
ping throuch upon him. At Rotterdam, a third passenger boarded the vlane, Then 
we were off again for Lordon. The wird-was fiendish, and we might have teen on 
old mother Ocean herself for any smoothness that was to come out of that journey. 

Although we had teen told that all pilots on the K.L.M. route flew by instru- 
ment and always surmounted svorms, our pilot played safe and hedge-hopped all the 
way. We didn't blame him. In fact, after we felt satisfied that our equilibrium 
was not to be upset by the continued roughnesswe settled down to enjoyment of 
those misty views and glimpses o1 the Dutch and Relgiun coasts. On a clear day 
the flight must have t2en cvite beautiful. 

Then came*he bleak cones of France with thickening of fog -- Calais, ote 
Ingelvert, the Channel! We saw the pilot make the radio cernections with his 
helmet. Then for twonty-three mifutes we lived in a square box.of thick yellow 
fog, bounded by the too of the plane, the wing tips, and leneath by a patch of 
tossing waves, Sometimes watching those waves, it sevmed tiat we could scarcely 
be making forward progress, that the plane must have hesitated to jazz a hit. 

For the firct time we really appreciated Gertude Hderle. And later we were to 
think of Commander Byrd to whom no vision beyond the plane was permitted for hour 
after long hour, 7 

About this time the young Dutchman became ill. ie wes most indignant about 
it. "It is my sixth time on this flight," he protested, "and I have traveled to 
the United States and the Dutch East Indies in neavy storms and neffer have I 
been sick before". Just as we were beginning to wonder whether our pilot had lost 
his way, a channel boat cut under us ~~ a friendly thing -- then ahead the fog 
opened a tit and the chalky cliffs of Fcelkstore hove into view. 

Over England, the rain finally ceased, the sun’ struggled througn the chouds 
and we saw something of the beauty of countryside that has been ever the inspira- 
tion of English noets.’ Lympne, AshZord, Marden Field, Tuntridge Wells, Penhurst, 
Sevenoaks, Biggin Hill, Kenlv rolled beneath. Then at last came Croyden, just 
three quarters of an hour late, with a little group fronted by a pleasant -faced 
stewardess waiting as the plane taxied up. Tho pilot, formerly of the Belgien 
Air Service, declared it one of the roughest flights he had ever made, Pilots, 
perhaps, have a way of saying these things, tut ia this instance we somehow be- 
lieved him. The plane had taken off from Schipol eat nine, it reached Croydon at 
1:15 P.M, and the same pilot was to make the return flight to Amsterdam, leaving 
Croyden at four that afternoon. A full duy's work and a man-sized job, we'd say. 

At the hotdl in London we met a member of the fawily who had elected to cross 
the channel by boat the night before. She appeared pale and listless. We men- 
tioned our four-and-a-quarter hour rough journey. “Nothing on me", she snapped, 
“I had nine and a half hours of it and was sick tne whole time." So that even 
the worst sort of air journey has its advantages over the other kind; it's over 
86 much sooner, 

In London we saw liajor Harmon, very busy and extremely interested in his job, 
from him we got the particulars of the Lind tergh reception in London, including 
& hithérto unpublished story,-- we believe -- of now the English House of Commons 
Tose to a man and applauded as our flying youngster appeared in the doorway, this 
teing the only time in history these conservative Englishmen had so far let their 
fmotions run away with them, 
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As‘we said at the beginning, we cculd nct have escaped aviation even had we 
tried. No place on our journey seemed to ancient, too remote, or too difficult 
for the airplane to follow. It seemed to belong inall places. 

---o00c=-- 


NEW PLANES OF SPECIAL DESIGN FOR NaTIONAL GUARD AIR SQUADRONS 


Announcement is made of the following winners in the competition on airplang 
design of a type suitable om the vresent-day use of National Guard Squadrons 
throughcut the United States: 

The Douglas aaaiute Company of Santu lionica, California; 

the Keystone Aircraft Company of Pristol, FPenngylvania; and 

the Curtiss Airplane and Motor Company, Inc., of Garden City,Long Island,N.Y, 

The requirements for which designs were sulmitted by these compunies are a 
light powered two-seater and an all around, all purpose type which can te used ly 
the National Guard Squadrons in flying training, in fixed gunnery training, in flex 
itle gunnery training, for an observer in radio and photographic training, and for 
cross-country flying. The motive power will be the Wright J-5 motor which hes 
achieved so much success recently in the trans-oceenic flights. 

This is a step taken in the course of re-fitting National Guard Squadrens 
throughout the country with planes of wodern construction. The wurtime planes 

used inthe last few years by the National Guard Squadrons are keing salvaged and 
at the present time are being replaced by the training planes now used ty the Army 
Air Corps at its flying schools, and ty a very limited number of the service type 
observation planes of the Army 

Thework of the National Guard is, mainly, of intra-state nature and does not 
demand lons cruising radius nor arsanzemont for completo wartime military load, 

The Technical Section of the Army Air Corps recently called for bids for a type 
of plane to suit these particular needs; one lighter in general characteristics 
thea the service type of planes now used in the Army Air Corps units, yet heavier 
then the primary training planes used at brooks and Kelly Fields. 

Offcers of the Net ional Guard Squadrons generaliy await the receipt of the 
new planes with enthusiasm for the possitilities of an increase in the scope of 
their training Programs 

-~--000-== 


A SAFE LANDING UN DER DIFFI Wi LI oe) 


While on a recent inspection trip in conn2ction with the Visual Inspection 
System as instalied at the various Air Corps posts, Major GL. Ti nkery of the In- 
spection Division, Office Chief cf Air Corps, and Lieut. Price, of Bolling Field, 
were caught in a fog which suddenly closed in from all sides, At this time the 
pilot, Lieut. Price, was proceedins between Uniontown and Cumberland over the 
worst country along "the entire Washington to Dayton route. Below him lay nothing 
but trees and rocky hillsides. Turning back along this course Lieut. Price picked 
out the only field in sight, a hilitop at 2,000 feet altitude. A perfect landing 
was made. The field, however, was so small that a most favorable Wind was necese 
sary before a take-off could te attempted. When the wind was right, the plane 
was successfully flown to Bolling Field, minus passenger and besitos 

~--000--= 


ORANGE, WHITE AND BLACK COLORS PREDOMINATE AT BOLLING FIZLD 


Falling in line with the recommendations of the Interdepartmental Board, 
Composed of representatives from the Army, Navy and Department of Commerce, all 
towers and flag polesbordering on Folling, Field were painted orange, white and 
black. It was found that in a eather the orange shows up better than the 
black and white formerly used. Co nioquentiy., in all weather, the three-color 
combination affords a warning which is particularly effective. 

-~--000<-= 


THE WORK OF THE SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT 


The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired by the Ene 
gineering Department of the San Antonio Air high gm Duncan Field, Texas, during the 
month of July; Airplanes -- 11 PT-1, 6 AT=4, 5 Dede, 4 Douglas 02-6, ‘1 DH-4M-1T, 
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1 DH-4-2T; 1 O-1; 1 Gl-C; total 34 Engines -- 23 Liberty, 36 Wright-E, total 59. 
The Douglas World vruiser, Boston ITI, assgned to this Depot, is being com- 
pleted;as a parachute drop testing plane. The completion of this job wili greatly 
facilitate parachute work, : 

~--0U0—== 


IMPROVEMENT IN WESS aT SOLLING FIELD 


Under the supervision of the new siess Officer, Lieut. Roy 5S. O'Neal, linen 
window curtains have been installed throughout tne wess hall, With the installa- 
tion of these curtains, the need for dpessing up the mess hall became so apparent 
that now clean tuff side walls and ceilings gree*.the eyes of the men as they en- 
ter the hall. Ali-the mess tables have been refinished with three coats of var 
nish. Plans have been drawn up aad approved for the Building of a storeroom of 
sufficient size to adequately care for the mess needs. As a result of the many 
improvements, a marked increase in worale has teen 6videnced. 

---000--= 


VWaIGQVR ART ‘TWRQ MOAT Net AIDC f RRAMQ| heey 
RESERVE OFFICERS THAINING CAMPS AT MARSHALL FIEL 


‘The first of two Reserv Officers Training Jamps at Marshall Field, fort 
Riley, Kansas, was organized and started operating on July Sth, lasting until July 
l#%h. Fifty-three Reserve Officers reported for this training. On account of the 
shortage of service type planes, it was necessury to devise some means of maintain- 
ing interest throughout the camp. Accerdingly, a competition wes: arranged between 
the 429th and the 430th Reserve Squadrons, A trovky given to the winning squadron 
will be competed for annusll» and will become the permanent preperty of the squad-= 
ron which wins it two years cut of three. Every phase of training counted towards 
the trophy, sucn as pi:tol firing, landing to mark, formation (3 ship), formation 
(5 ships), bombing, svios, dumage to planes, baseball, swimming, golf, tennis, 
field meet, flying missions, ebservation, mobilization proclems, military law and 
squadron efficiency, 

The total points earned by the 429th Squadron was 76.9 as against 68.5 points 
earned by the 430th Squadron. The competition idea was entirely successful, and 
the morale of the personnel was maintained beyond the highest expectations of the 
staff and instructors, 

The second Keserve Officers Training Camp was organized and started operating 
on July 24th, lasting until “ugust 6th, The treining of this class was carried 
out in a manner similar to that of the first cass. One fatal crash occurred in 
this class on July 3lst near tne Travel-Air Ficid, Wichita, Kansas, Lieut. Pear= 
son, pilot, was killed, and Lieut. Luthy, observer, was seriously injured. As in 
the former camp, a competition was arranged, and every phase of training counted 
toward the trophy. The 47lst Squadron earned 72.5 points, and the 532nd Squadron 
65.25, The morale of the Reserve Officers was very high and their interest main- 
tained throughout the camp in spite of the regrettable accident at Wichita. 

---000=—= 


TIMB SAVING DEViCS ON TARGET RaNGH AT CLARK FIELD 


The new aerial target range at Clark Field, Fort wills, P.I., was the cause 
of much interest by Camp Nichols and Kindley field recently. It is a very effi- 
cient, time-saving device, the general idea of which is an iron and concrete frame- 
work upon which the targets ure hooked and which, after being fired at, are merely 
Unhooked, new targets put on, and the old ones taken in an adjacent bullet-proof 
structure for marking. The total time for a target changing is about three minutes, 
---000-<= 


MARYLAND AIRMEN CONDUCT MANEUVERS AT MARTINSSURG 


The amual two weeks' field maneuvers of the 29th Division, Air Corps, idary= 
land National Guard, were carried on this year under actual field conditions, Ir 
Stead of moving to Langley Field, Va., as was the practice for the past five years, 
lajor Tipton, the Commanding Offteer, decided to operate from Martinsturg, West Va., 
thus giving the men practice in airplane maintenance without the use of Regular 
Army facilities, That this work was carried on satisfactorily is evidenced by the 
32 hours of flying done with twelve planes in twelve days by twenty pilots. 

Puff targot,radio and formation mistions were flown daily, - 

On Surday, August 2lst, an aerial carnival, consisting of formation flights, 
stunt flying and parachute jumps,was held, The jumpers were Staff Sgts.sLanghammer 
and Langstron of Bolling Field, Staff Sgt. Warner of Langley Field and Staff Sgt. 
Dietz and Pvt. Suntag of the Maryland National Guard, 
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The people cf Martinsturg provided en endless round of social activities 
for both officers and enlisted men. Country clubs in Mertinsturg, Winchester and 
Hagerstown onened their doors to the visiting pilots. The camp was a huge succes 
== > = “4 L " © 
from every viewpoint, 
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ACT Ty TIES OF BOW MAN “i IELD, Jib = .SONT CWN, KY e 


The following irteresting report covering the activities at Lowman Field, 
Jeffersort own, Hy., was submitted by lst Lieut. Virgil Hine, Commanding Officer of 
the field, ant presents an excellent model for 'ews Lotter contributors. 

"During the recent past bowman Field has experienced more than the usual 
amount of activity for an ‘isolated' stetion, ‘he Third Reliability Tour arrived 
in a turst of glory and departed in a cloud of dust -- figuratively speaking -- 
with nothing occurring to interfere with its usval prompt flying schecule.s A 
number. of familiar faces were noticed at the controls, with Eddie Stinson, nagur- 
ally, well in the lead, 

Colonel Charles A, Lindberzh stopped in over nig to witness a sauple of 
Kentucky hospitality, and incidentally to express his ee on the needs of som- 
mercial aviation. A large crowd at the field, along the streets, and at the ban- 
quet, testified te the local imerest in flying. Fortunate ly, souvenir hunters 
and notoriety pests were not allowed to interfere with his visit. which he stated 
had been most pleasant, By the way, Lindy ssems to tuink that the “Spirit of St. 
Louis" has some of the characteristics of a rl. 

Two recent visits by the Acting Secretary of Wur, Hon, Hanford ijacidider, have 
made the personnel of the post feel pleased, in that he expressed himself as favor- 
ably impressed with the condition and operation of the station. Apparently, Cap- 
tain Erwin, pilot, and the Sesretery were out after the cross-country record, in 
view of the fact that during the past three meats thoy visited the west coa wt end 
many way points. On the last trip they left Washington Monday afternoon, arrived 
kere that evening, ifm, MacNider addressed the State Couvertion of the American Lee 
gion Tuesday morning, left here after lunch and errivad in Washington that evening,- 
again demonstrating the usefulness of air transportztion. Incidentally, Gil is 
accumulating some indeetul experience in strange field landings. 

Our Radio Station is now in eperation, and the Meterolosgical Station finds 
itself in the throes of growing puins, Contact with numerous hbocal Federal of- 
ficers has been made, and the Radio and Meterologicul service has deen placed at 
their disposal, 

During the period June 22nd to August 15th, planes and personnel based at 
Bowman Field were charged with the duty of towing targets for the RCT and Neserve 
Officers’ Anti-Aircraft Camps at Camp Knox, Ky. Although few were there, they 
were chosen quite often and no shot was missed because of failure on the part of 
the Air Corps, The Artillery officers in charge expressed themselves as well 
pleased with the ertire program, 

A number of cross-country planes frequently pass through and, in eddition to 
more or less carrying on one of the duties of the field, it is a pleasure to re- 
new old acquaintances, While on the subject cf flying, the only rift in the lute 
is the fad that our old faithful but decrepit Jennies are on their last tail skids 
and a pair of eight-powered binoculars has failed to reveal any replecements in the 
immediate foreground." 

---000--=- 


SECRETARY OF LABOR ENJOYS EXTENDED CROSS-COUNTRY FLIGHT 


"I would not have nissed the trip for anything and enjoyed it all," was the 
comment made by the Hon, James J. Davis, Secretary of Labor, upon the conclusion 
of his cross-country airplane flight from Mooseheart, I1l., to Huron, South Dakota, 
and return to Uhicago, Ill. ‘The trip was made in an army airplene, type CO-&, whit. 
was piloted by lst Lieut, A.J. Lyon, Air Corps, of Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Lieut. Lyon left Dayton at 5:00 A.li., Aga lith and arrived at Maywood, Ill, 
at 8:00 A.ii., covering the 275 miles-sét an average speed of 91 miles per hour. Ex 
cept for a light fog on the take-off and in wélleys which cleared away after the 
Sun came up, flying conditions were good. At Maywood he cowmunicated with Secre- 
tary Davis and arranged to pick him up at an Air Mail emergency field two miles 
south of Mooseheart, Ill, 

On account of the short field at Maywood, the airplane was serviced with but 
13. arts of oil and 25 gallons of gasolire, At 11:30 A.li., Lieut. Lyon took off 
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for Mooseheart and arrived there after « 30-minute flight. Secretary Davis arrived 
at the flying field 2C minutes later, and at 12:20 P.il,, Central Time, the start 
for the Air Mail field at Towa City, Iowa, was mude, the distance of 170 miles he- 
ing negotiated in two hours, Flying conditions, excent for local rainstorms, were 
goode 

At Iowa City the plane was serviced with 90 gallons of. gasoline and 16 quarts 
of oil. At 2:50 P.Me the teke-off was made for Huron, South Dakota, a distance of 
375 miles. Traveling at an average speed of 94 mibes per hour, the landing at Hur- 
on was made at 7:00 Riis, the trip consuming 4 hours and 10 winutes. Flying cone 
ditions were excellent; ceiling, unlimited; visioility, 25 to 50 miles; wind, var- 
jable, south and east -- less than 10 ,p.h, 

The pilot states that he was delayed 15 minutes in landing at Huroen on ac- 
count of an error in Aeronautical Bulletin No. 91 showing the location of a land} 
ing field thet did not exist. The landing was made in a hay field one-half mile 
frou town. Secretary Davis bourded the truin for Rapid City at°9:55 P.il.e and res 
turned to Huron at 7:25 Aeil., Central Time, on August 13th. 

Lieut. Lyon spent August 12th in servicing and checking his airplane for the 
return flignt, and inspected several proposed sites for a municipal airdrome, A 
blueprint of the plot snowing the site selected was forwarded to the Chief of Air 
Corps. 

Sectetary Davis arrived at the flying field August 13th at 8:15 A.M., and 
the start for Iowa City was. 2249 ten minutes later, Flying conditions frem Huron 
to Tama were fair and it was necessary to skirt severe local storms. From Tama 
to Iowa City low clouds and heavy rain were encountered, and it was necessary to 
fly between 300 and 400 feet altitude. Visibility was very poor. The landing 
at Iowa City was made at 1:CO P.M., after 4 hours and 35 minutes in the air. 

After servicing at Iowa Sity with 75 gallons of gasoline and 36 garts of ail 
the start for Maywood was delayed 15 minutes awaiting weather report which gave 
the ceiling as 600 feet and visitility one mile. Taking off at 1:35 Pellly, ilaywood 
was reached 2 hours ard 5 minutes later, the distance of 190 miles being traversed 
et an average spced of 92 miles. per hour, Flying conditions were poor, there be- 
ing light rain and low clouds from Iowa City to Cordova and a thick haze from there 
to Maywood, 

Secretary Davis departed for the railroad station in time te make his train 
for Philadelphia. 

Excellent weather conditions greeted Lieut. Lyon on his trip the following day 
from ilayweod to Dayton. He took off at 11:35 A.ll,, and arrived at Dayt on at 2:30 
P.M,, traveling at an average speed of 92 miles an hour. 


1ST DIVISION AIR CORPS HAS SUCONSSFUL ENCAMPMENT 


Lieut. GV. Haynes, Regular Army Instructor for the 41st Division Air Service, 
Washington National Guard, Spokane, Washinton, is in very good hunor these daySe 
It is partly his own native good nature and partly a feeling of solid satisfaction 
over the showing made by the Squadron in tneir first encampment away from home, 
Which was held at Camp Lewis, Washington. 

The Instructor was preseut at the first encampment of the Squadron, then the 
lléth Observation Unit, at their airdrome in Spokane in 1925, inthe capacity of 
the Regular Army Inspect cr, being detailed fromthe 9th Crops Area. He was as- 
Signed as Instructor for the Squadron this year, and because of his presence at 
the first encampment wasin a very good position to judge the progress made in three 
years since the Federal recognition of the Squadron in August, 1924, 

One of the principal things demonstrated by this Year's camp was the undowbt- 
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the Air Seryiee is to function successfully as:an auxiliary arm with the Artillery 
and Iyfantry, it is evident that the practicul and often the only possible time 
for such practice is during the annuel National Guard encampment of all arms, 

This year 13 successful artillery shocts with the 146th and 148th Field Ar- 
tillery were carried out on the Camp Lewis range. As far as the writer knows, 
this is the first record of practical artillery reglage by the Air Service where 
beth units involved in the problem were solely National Guard units, There was 
& great deal of interest evidenced ut Camp Lewis by Regulz Army Instructors and 
Inspectors on the occasion of the first snoot. Perhaps the inspecting officers 
and the artillery commanders had been skeptical regarding reglage by the Air Ser- 
vice; in any event they were thoroughly convinced of its value éb the conclusion of 
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the shoot. The battery in action was from Major Henry Wise's battalion, und the 
efficers in the airplane were 2nd Lt. Hillford R, Wallace, observer, and Uaptain 
Edward Axterg, pilct. 

Lieut. Wallace, after sending down “airplane available", received the panel 
“will lay on you", He then directed his pilot over territory between six and 
seven thousand yards fromthe battery enplacement, and chose as his target an old 
corral, invisible from the battery position, Returning to the buttery position 
he flew from battery to target in direct target line, after sending down “lay on 
me", Captain Axberg zoomed directly over the target, then flew cack in a position 
to observe the panels while Lieut. Wallace seat down the estimated range, This 
wes followed on the ground by the "battery ready" panel, and after the plane had 
maneuvered into position to cbserve the first shot, Lieut. Wallace sent “fire", 
and the ‘Shoot was under ways A direct hit was secured in three corrections, and 
in 25 minutes from the time the plane had appeared and signalled "airplane Avail- 
able", 
. An interesting incident demonstrating the resourcefulness of both the battery 
and airplane crews occurred during one of the shoots. Half way through the shoot 
the radio failed to function, The observer, Captain Symons, continued to send 
down the target corrections, tut when he continued to receive no answering panel 
from the ground surmised what had hapnened, The battery panel station, also sur- 
mising. the radio failure talked things over with the Air Service liaison officer, 
There were no panel signals to take care of such an emergency, ut it was decided 
to make atry, ly utilizing all the available officers, enlisted men, and linen 
panel strips, the words "use motor" were spelled out on the ground. Captain bsy- 
mons caught. the idea immediately and signalled his pilot, Lieut. higelow, to give 
him the controls. He then sent down the target correction in regulation Morse 
code by dots and dashes created Ly opsning and cutting off his motor. The shoot 
was then-continsed in this manner, and a direct hit secured in two more corrections, 

When the Squadron organization was changed from the ll6th Observation Squad- 
ron to the 41st Division Air Service, it acquired a Photographic Section under the 
command of lst Lieut. William H. Williams, a former Royal sir Force pilot. Al- 
though the new section was formed but a month ar so before camn and possessed very 
meager equipment, it functioned successfully enough to te complimented highly by 
Lieut.-Col. Corey, Regular Army Instructor for the Navional Guurd at Camp Lewis. 
The incident sin sh brought forth the complement occurred during battery target prac 
tice on the range Colonel Vorey sienaa he wanted a photograph of the battery ere 
placement,+ He aeae his wishes known to Lieut. Haynes, who jumped in his car, drove 
six miles to the Squadron hangars, routed out. Lieut. Williaus, and gave orders to 
crank up a ship. Lieut. Willimas with his aid, Sergeant Stimson, took the air and 
went to work, In one hour and thirty-five mruves after Colonel Vorey had request- 
ed a photograph, the finished picture was presented to him at betviery headquarters 
on the range. It was a good piece of work for a fully equipped Regular Army outfit, 
and certainly a good one for a nowly formed and partially equipped National Guard 
section. 

' But it was during the formal review before Covernor Hartley that the Squadron 

fprung their big surprise. Artillery and Infantry officers were pleased at the e% 
cz llent manner in which their new comrades in camp had functioned with their branch 
es in their own line of work, But according to the traditions of the Service no 
one looked for anything sturtling in close order drill fromthe outfit, Or perhaps 
if they thought about it, they did look for something startling, tut not for what 
happened. Second Lieut. Harold i. Peters, Company Officer, spent a lot of tine and 
hard work on his men in the last year, and the results were plecsingly ‘evident. 
The Squadron marched on to tne reviewing field like veterans, and were listed as the 
best drilled outfit inthe review, 

The general record of the Squadron in the regular matters of camp routine was 
also excellent, and very few K.P.s were secured through the usual channels of as- 
Signing these helpful camp workers as punishment for minor breuches of regulations, 

The officers and enlisted men were under the command of Captain Harold R, Neely, 
Squadron Operations Officer, as Major Jonn T. Fancher was forced tc be absent from 
comp by a trip to St. Louis to interview Colonel Lindbergh and others regarding 
the forthcoming air derby and National Air Races in Spokane, HMajor Fancher was 
excused from camp by the Adjutant General for this purpose, and the successful 
functioning of the Squadron under Captain Neely is not only a tribute to his abil- 
ity as an officer but also to Major Fancher's leadership in organizing an outfit 
that in three years can function so well without his direct attentions 

The Squadron was fortunate in having Veptain William U. Ocker with it in the 
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capacity of Recular army Incpector. Unptnin Gcker is among the first ten living 
Air Corps officers in laugth of serviée as a Negular Aray pilot. His lens 2xpor~ 
ience served as a real heln to the Squadron duriug the encampment, and he made many 
valuable suzgestions concerning its future development. it was, furtheriore, a 
real pleasure for the pilcts in the Squadron tc meet and know an officor of Captain 
Ccker's experience and reputation. 

At tne present time this orginication has succeeded 
except the trensportavion officer, who is not required to held a rating by tables 
of orzanizeticn, either rated or in flying scncol. It is believed that the tist 
Division Air Service is the first ational Guard orgsnization to accomplish this. 


in getting every officer 


wee GQ OQm— 
ARMY TRANGPONT PILOTE €N 11,C00-WLLE FLICHT 


Commertinzg on his recent inspection flight from Wachineton to the Pacific 
Coast in ties Pope 3-engined Fokker Trausnort » piloted by Licut. Harry A. Dinger, 
of Bolling field, the ten. , frank James, vhairman of the House Military Affairs 
Committee, sta tod that without the cas he vould not have beer able to make 
the trip; that he would nave beer worn out riding cn trains, waiting in depots 
and spending days and nights in petting from one place toe another, whereas the 
airplane got him there in onc-fourth the tine. 

The transpoit spent 116 hours ani 19 minutes in the air during a period of 
28 flying days. The pilst reported no eugine or plane failures of the slight- 
est degree, and the schedule was held up but two nours, due te unfavorable 
weather. 

Lieut. Dinger took off from Bolling Field on sugust 4th and returned on 
September llth. he reported thot when air, James climved aboard with his military 
aide, Major T.iy, Hawanoud, Infantry, he suid he hoped to encounter every type of 
flying conditicn, so tnat bre would gain an insight into the work military airmen 
hava to perform day in anc day cut. "I don't think he wad disappointed when he 
landed at Bolling field," Lieut. Dinger observed. "“iiver:vnere we went -- I flew 
him compass-csurse -= I didn't buther to follow railroads, nighways or rivers, op 
pick my country except when eather forced ace toe 

The first type of flying we got was over the Shasta wiountains from Spokane, 
Wash,, to San Francisco. That is the worst country wan ever flew over, yet the 

most beautiful to see. We were right on a level with the snow line, about 11,000 
feet un, and we felt we could reach out and grab a snow ball. I would have given 
anything for a camera during those moments, <esause those victures don't come to 
us every day. 

The second type was met up with between Camp Lewis, Tacoma, Wash., and Spok- 
ane. The lokker took off for a compass course east to Spokane. A few hours out 
and they ran into numerous forest fires. Tho rising smoke soon enveloped theme 

"We got into a smoke cloud and were com letely shut off from the world,’ 
‘Lieut. Dinger related, "I'd never boen in ore before, art 2 dicatt ':.cw what 
aterrible feeling it is, Fog is nothing live it. In foes you can s'* vhe tips 
of your wings now and then, and maybe the grenund through a hole, but itais smoke 
stuff was like wrapping a sheet around the plane. 

"I couldn't see 3 feet in any direction, so there was nothing to de tut get 
out of it and get out quickly. We returned and went down to Vancouver, Wash., 
tut it stayed with us still. Finally, the only way out was to plunge right ahead, 
So I got dcwn within 100 foet of the Columbia River and flew along at 100 miles 
an hour, through the narrow gorges, over bridges until we finally got cut of the 
smoke zones," 

From Washington State the plane went back to Southern California and across 
the southern route to San Antonio. Over New iexico, a thuncerstorm appearcd on 
the horizon directly in line with Lieut. Dinger's course. The storm had an 80- 
mile front end was about 40 feet deep, As those in the plane vatcned the black 
sky bolts of lightning, sometimes 5 and 6 at a tiue, streaked dom to the ground, 


rakes by intervals of several miles 


“ir. James wanted to fly through it," said Lieut. Dinger, “tut I thought it 
Would be best to get around it, so we shoved off the course and circled it." 

__ Until the plane reached Galveston it nad flown over land altogether. "I de 
cided te 'pull a Maitland on them'" Lieut. Dinger said, "so I took them for 200 
Miles over the water in flying between Galveston and New Orleans to Montgomery." 

Between Spartanturg, S.U. and Fayetteville, N.C, lir. James experienced one 
of the commonest types of flying -- through rains This rain, however, was not ore 
finary, according to Lieut. Dincer. "For 125 miles", he reported, " we flew 
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through & rain that was so heavy the engines sucked water in through the car bure.~ 
tors. The engines tegan tc slow dovm, and I exnected them tc #top any minute, 
The weather had- forced us down to the treo tops and there was nothing but rolling, 
rough territory below us. Had the engines quit there was aeiet to do but land 
straight ahead and whet that would have meamI don't know." 

The plane flew into Pope Field, Fort bragez, N.C.s, where Mr. James imade an in 
spection, and while the plane was waiting for him the propellers were worked over, 
The rain had been so bkeuvy that the blddes, in beating into it, had become "Ghewed 
up" to a certain extent, tut not seriously enough to nece sbitate a change. By be. 
ing damaged in the ruin they caused the engines to vibrate heavily. 

Lieut. Dinger said iir. James paid him the greatest compliment he ever receiv 
as a result of flying "non-flyers". 

"The second day out," he said, "I looked back and found hin fast asleep. In 
the mornings we would take off and after I got away on the course I'd look back 
in the cabin and see everybody reading the morning papers. Then they'd get out 
pen andppapers and write letters, dating them '8,COO feet above so-and-so! A 
few more hours and I'd look back to find wir. James and the rest of them patil 
asleep, 

In addition to Mr. James and liazg, Hamuaond, there were two army officers who 
were being “ferried” back to the Hast, 

Beyond saying he eajoyed the trip "immensely", wr. James got no "sensations" 
out of the aerial voyage. He had flown dian but this was his heaviest piece 
of flying. "I did not know when conditions were bad or good for flying, and I 
had no sense of fear throughout the trip. I usked Lieut. Dinger, when I met hin, 
if Gen,Patrick had sert him all the way out to California from Washington to tide 
me up, and when he said he had, that was np I wanted to know. It was two days 
tefore I found out how to use th 
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ir. James caid he tal'ed with numerous Army officers -- not Air Vorps offi- 
ers, wt those in other trunches of the ser¥ige -- and as a result of his con- 
versations he is corvinced that while tne next war iey nov be won by airplanes, 
it certainly will be lost by the country thet apa t a good aerial organization. 

“Army officers -- not pilots -- in fanama", he continued, "said they needed 
aircraft and air power for the defense of the canal, and they ‘well have more 
than the five-year tuilding program provides, Army officers in Hawaii said they 
need aircraft for the defense of the islands, and they would have twice as many 
as the buildinz program provides, I am convinced that everybody in the Army be~ 
iieves the airplane has come to stay, and more and more it is going to be relied 
upon as an ofiensive and defensive force." -\esh. Star. 
=---000-== 
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ACTIVITIES AT wITCHSL FIELD 


During the month of July two classes of Axeserve officers were trained while 
on 14 ee active duty. The first class, containing ten officers, reported at 
Mitchel #*6ld on July 3rd, ard tne second class, cont aining 14 officers, reported 
mn July i°th, All of these officers were fron the Sscond Corps area, During 
vheir tr..ning they had 1503 flights for atctal of 460:20 hours. 

Moss of the items of eyvipment inténded for use in the installation of a 
night flying system at Mitchel Field were received, 

The work of reconditioning and overhauling the post heating system was 
started in July. 

---000--- 


RADIO WORK AT THE AESRDZEEN PROVING GROUNDS 


During the period from July 1€th to August 18th, six flights wére made at 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds, iid., ty the 49th Bombardment Squadron, emlbdying radio. 
No failur-s were experienced, Three SCR-73 transmitters and one SUR-134 trans- 
mitters comprise the total equipment installed on airplanes at this station. 

A 5 H.P. three phase induction motor is used to drive the GN--32 for the 
SCR-132, used in the radio station, Due to the motor parts of the GN-32 burning 
out, the senerator is belt driven, using pulleys cf a 2 to 1 ratio and, although 
neither che generator nor motor are mounted on concrete, they give very little 
trouble and require practically no atteztion. This system starts the GN-32 much 
faster than the old original motor. 

The antenna system used for the 30-137 transmitter comprises four wires 
spaced two feet apart and 200 feet long, ‘The antenna is swung 50 feet f. om the 
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ground, The counternoise consists of nine wires spaced two feet apart and runs 
the whole length of the antenna five feet from the ground, Eighteen-inch insula- 
tors are used on the antenna, while four inch bakelite insulators are used in the 
counterpoise.e. Two tree turnks procured locally serve as antenna tasts. A radia- 
tion of ten amperes with .6 plate current is obtained, 

~--000--- 


CONGRESSMAN JAMES INSPSCTS SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT 


Hon. W. Frank James, ilember of Corigress, Chairman of the House Military Af- 
fairs Committee, in connection with his visit to the military activities in the 
vicinity of San Antonio, made an inspection of the San Antenio Air Depot on August 
31st, accompanied by Brigadier-General Frank P, Lahm, the Commanding General of 
the Air Corps Training Uenter, and staff, 

---000--= 


AIR CORPS TACTICAL SUHOOL STARTS NEW TERM 


. The Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, Va., was officially opensd on 
September 7th with a student personnel of 23 officers, representing the various 
branches of the U.S. Army and Navy and ¢wo foreign countries. An extensive sched= 
ule of flying was started by tnese officers which, together with the training 
schedule of the 2nd Bombardment Group, makes considerable flying activity at 
Langley Field, 

---000--= 


LANGLEY FISLD #NTSRTAINS VIRGINIA LEGIONAIRES 


Langley Field kept an open house and staged an aerial demonstration on Sep- 
tember 7tn for the pleasure of the State Convention of the American Legion and the 
auxiliary, held this year at Newport News, Va. All langars were thrown open, and 

of each type of plane on the field was placed on the line with Non-commission- 
ed officers in charge to answer questions, 

The party was met at the gate by 15 officers and 30 non-commissioned officers, 
who rode with the guests and acted as official guides and esport for the party. 
mney were first taken to the Lighter-than-Air Section, where the Airships TC=$5 and 
"O=9 were on exhibition, after which the TC-5 was taken off by Lieut. Starkey, 
Returning to the Heavier-than-Air Section, the party looked over the planes on the 
line and in the hangars, 

A Martin Bomber, piloted by Lieut. Bunge, took off, carrying Sergeants Jewell 
and Spade for the parachute jumps, which were very nécely executed, the mén land- 
ing about 100 feet in front of the crowd. An AT-4 was taken off by Sergeant An- 
gell, who gave an exhibition of stunting. 

‘The event which caused the greatest number of expressions of appreciation was 
the presentation to each of the visitors on arrival of a short history of the post, 
what it was, what it is at present, and what it is scheduled te be at the end of 
the Five-year Program, together with a 7" x 9" aerial photo of the post, furnished 
for the occasion by the 2nd Photo Seation under the command of Lieut. Guy Kirksey, 

---000--- 


AERIAL DEMONSTRATION FOR NEWSREEL COMPANIES 


__ A composite demonstration was staged at Langley Field, Vas, on August 23rd 
for the Paramount, International, Fox and Pathe Newsreel Companies, which included 
a smoke screen, four simultaneous parachute jumps and flying by different types 
of aircraft, Flying was performed by the TO=5 and TU-9 airships, three NaS-1 
bombers, three AT-4 pursuit ships and four DH4M-2 photo planes, 

The demonstration was so coordinated that the smoke screen would be: laid as 
other aircraft reached certain predetermined positions. The parachute planes flew 


across the screen as the blimps approached it fromthe other side, the jumps tak- 


ing place as the blimps passed under the parachute planes and the pursuit planes 
following the blimps. The photo planes ‘maneuvered so as to get movies of the most 
interesting scenes, The following Air Corps personnel participated: Photo Pilots 
Captain L, thristopher, Lieuts, Guy Kirksey, L.S,..Webster and #.5. Davis; TU Pilots 
Lieuts, WaF. Flood, RR. Gillespie and B.T. Starkey; Smoke Screen Pilot - Lieut. 
E.R. M¢Reynolds; Parachute Pilets Licut.@.H. Bassett,-W.0,L.D. Bradshaw; Para- 
Chute jumpers Staff Set. W,J, Simons, Privates M.i. Greco, G. Lieghtly and D.E. 
Woods, ly 
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PEM SYLVANIA GUARDSMEN TRAIN AT LANGLEY FISLD 





From August 14th to August 26th the 103rd Observation Squadron, Pennsylvania 
National Guard, was on training duty at Langley Field, Va. A number of ‘Keserve : 
officers were attached to the Squadron for training, All the pilots attached 0 
were soloed during the vericd, soue qualifying for service type planes and the 
rest reached or passed the IT stave. On the whole a very successful course of 


& 
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training was completed. 
=-=-600—=—= 
TO AIRPLANES LANDING ON THETA FARMS 
a. number of letters to the Commanding Of- » 
about airplanes flying around and landing 
ted below may prove of interest to NEWS 


oO 


ré 


"August 14, 1927. 

To Commandat at Langley Field, Near Richmond,Va. 
Dear Sir: 

Plane #6 by its maneuvers in pasttwo days has put this quiet little 
Village guessing -- The writer is particularly interested and gives the aviator 
of 16 fair warning he is likely to have a law suit on hand if he is not careful. ° 
Reason, Mrs, -----. who has been with me over.30 years (I hope contentedly) now 
threatens the next time this plane sails so close to, and directly over top of 
her house, she .is going to step aboard and leave for parts unknown. 

Her "HUPP 8" is now too slow for her. A little girl informs me the 
plane landed in my field yesveruay. Upon her stayement that jou did not take 
the field away, I cheerfu:ly forgive sir, Avietor this trespass. Some say you 
are hunting stills. lJight would be a better hour. The writer has several. 
Still others you want to locate an air mail liail Post Office: either at Mattoax, 
Chula or Amelia Uourthouse. This -place midway.,offersas may advantages as either 
of the three. In my humble judgement now; being a water station all trains 
stop here. Reyort (rot verified) says you can (provided you learn the ropes) 
get all the “aqua vitae” (plain corn liqucr) you want. It may appear presump- 
tous in me to be prying into the business of the Aviation Corps. If so forgive 
me. We lose much by not asking question -- uny information I can give will be 
eneerfully grunted, 
Very trulv-yours." 
---000=-- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Promotions; Ist Lieut, St. Clair Streett to Captain, with rank from Aug. 31. 

Ist Lieut. Reger S. wcCullougn to Captain, with rank from Sentember 3, 1927. 

end Lieut. Leo HE, Dawson to lst Lieut.,with ronk. from Sept. 1, 1927. 

end Lieut. Milton J. Smith to lst Lieut.,with-rank from Sept. 2, 1927. 

lst Lieut. Walter J, Reed to Captain, with rank from August 26, 1927, 

Chanzes of Station 

Captain Ernest Clark ffom Chanute Field to Langley Field, Va., for duty. 

First Lieut. Arthur I, Ennis from Chanute Field to Office Chief of Air Corps 
Washington, D.C. .-: 

Captain Laurence F, Stone from duty at Langley Field to duty as student at 
Air Corps Tactical School, that station. 

Captain Arthur W. Brock from Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, to duty 
at Bolling Field, D.U., and to sail on Transport for the Philippines on or about 
March 7, 1928, 

First Lieuts. Dale V. Gaffney and Westside T, Larson, upon completion of ° 
tour of duty in Panama, to Kelly Field, Texas, 

Captain William H. Urom from Bolling Field, D.¢. to Industrial War Plans 
Office, Dayton, Chio. ": 

First Lieut. James 8, Carroll, from duty in Office Chief of Air Corps to 
Los Angeles, Calif., as Instructor, Ait Corps, California National Guard. 

Captain Douglas Johnston from Scott Field, I11. to Fort lionroe, Va., to 
pursue advanced course at Coast artillery School. 

First Lieut. Rex K, Stoner from Kelly Field to Selfridge Field. 

Captain Ross #, Cole from.Kelly Field to Fort vcenning, Ga., to pursue ad- 
vanced course at Infantry School. 
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Changes in Station (Vont.) 





First Lieut. Harry Weddington from duty with 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston,Texas, 


to Dallas, Texas for duty with Organized Res 


erves, oth Corps Area, 


Captain Harold if, .icClelland from liitchel Field to Office Chief of Air Uorps, 


Washington, 


First Lieut. Merrick u, Esterbrook upon completion tour in Philippines to 


Wright Field for duty, 


First Lieut, John P, Richter from Fairfield Air Depot to Materiel Division, 


Wright Field, Ohio. 


Second Lieut. Gerald G. Johnston from duty as student, Advanced Flying 


School, to Kelly Field for duty. 


Orders for Lieut, Sarl S. Hoag to proceed to iiarch Field revoked. Upon 


relief from Walter Reed Genéral Hospital he 
Detailed to the 


Will proceed to Mitchel Field for duty. 


Air Corps 





’ 


Captain Fenton G. Epling, Coast Art,.J2 


Captain William A. Swift, Infantry, to 


rps te Brooks Field for training. 
Brooks Field for training. 


Major John F, Goodman, Infantry, to Bruoks Field for training, 
Relieved’ from Air UVorps. 








end Lieut. Nathaniel U. Cureton, Jr., to Field artillery, Fort Sam Houston. 

lst Lieut. George W. bailey, Jr., to Vavalry School, Fort Riley, Kansas to 
attend troop cfficers' coursé., 

end Lieut. Frederick Funston, Jr., to 30th Inf., Presidio cf San Francisco,vel, 

end Lieut. Ularence W, bennett, to 8th Cavalry, Fort bliss, Texas. 

Reserve Officers ordered to active duty to June 30, 1926 

end Lieut. Jonn Adams Austin, Cnicago, I1l., to iiitchel Field, N.Y. 

ist Lieut. Howard Dutton Norris, Sebring, Fla., to Maxwell Field, sla. 

end Lieut. Lester Munger, Uoyt, Kansas, to Selfridge Field, lich, 

2nd Lieut, Artlur LaGelle Smith, Yoise, Idaho, to Yrissy Field, Cal. 

end Lieut. Freeman Alkery, Columbus, Onio, to Bolling Field, Dv. 

lst Lieut, Wilton Moore Eriney, Kansas City, Mo., to Langley Field, Vae 

2nd Lieut, Charles Wendell Carneal, Richmond, Va., 10 Langley Field, Vas 

lst Lieut. Frank Hertert rarbor, Santa lionica, Calii., to Crissy Field, Val. 

end Lieuis Crie William Coyle, San Jiego, Ual., to Urissy Field, Cale 

end Lieut. +heodore Joseph Munchof, Los Angeles, to Crissy Field, Ual. 

lst Lieut, Wm. Carbeton Williams, Jr., Atlantic, Iowa, to Ft. Sam Houston,Tex,. 

Reserve Officers relieved from orevious assignment to yea 45 active duty. 
and Lisuty Gardner L. Von der Listh, 2nd Lieut, Clayton Allen Scott, snd Lieut 

James Willis Cathey, 2ndLLieut. Melvin Alfrea Jenner, ellifrom.Prinary: Flying 
School, Brooks Field, 

ist Lieut, Carl B. Hielson. 








Resignation 
em Lieut, Lewis Love Bowen. 

Retirements. 
1st Lieut. Louis 0, Simon, Jr., 
Captain Russell L. Merideth. 
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Cain Nichols, Rizal, P.I., August 9S. 





Fourth Composite Group Huars. The past mouth was marked, as usual, by a few 
changes in comwanding officers of this crganization. Our old neceuniione officer 
was detailed on special duty and turned the comaand over to lst Licut, Corley 
McDarment. A short period of detached service. gave us another comuaanding officer 
in the person of lst Licut. James W. Hammond who turned back the command to Lieut, 
McDarment upon that officer's return from detached service. 

The July transport carried away three men whose tour of foreign service had 
expired, In return, however, we received Privates Robert bi, Lee, James Ey lice 
Donough, Olof A, Winblad, Joseph S. Numprics, Theodore J. Ris don. and Harry = ue Pool, 

The usual duties were carried forward during the uonth. he health of the 
command was very good in spite of the ruiny season. As usual, one hears the same 

rt wi s to 





old attic cry of how many days to the transpo to carry us back to the 
U.S.A. 
26th Bombardment Squadron: Flying conditions during the past few weeks were 





a little curtailed duc to the fact thet the rainy season has set in. The weather 
has been favorable at short intervals, and has allowed us a few hours of dry 
weather in which to do a little flying. 

The Squadron Basket-ball team is oo to be recognized, more so after 
winning the Post Chamionship game of 192 


br 


Clark vis ld, Pampanga, P.I., August 9. 





Sixty-six Service Sqvadron: Five Amphibian airplanes were set up and tested 
during the pas; month. Fcur Dellaviland airplanes were overhauled and tested. One 
Douglas airplane was salvagxd. Five Liberty motors were overhauled and block 
tested. All other Departments are going at top speed. Average personnel in the 
shops was forty-five men daily. 

Master Sergeant Ulyde 5, iumlin, who arrived on the July transport was ase 
signed to the Engineering Department, as replacement for ilaster Sergeant Marion 
G. Putnam, Staff Sergeant Leamon V. Ward, who also arrived on the July transport 
was assigned to duty with the Engineering Department. 

Flight "5", Second Observation Squadron: During the month the Flight, in ad- 
dition to the regular camp and garrison duties, made preparations for their an- 
nual school season, Judging from the Training Ochedule, the Flicht will have a 
thorough working knowledge of everything embodied in the maintenance and opera- 
tion of aircraft and accessories, such as machine guus (fixed and flexible), pyro- 
technics, and last, but not least, parachutes. Heavy rains curtailed the flying. 

The followi g details were effective during the month: 

Sergeant George 5. Dooley and Private First Class Ernest F. Schwab were de- 
tailed to the Motor Overhaul Room of the Sixty-sixth Service Squadron for instruc- 
tion, 

Private Harold E, Hicks was detailed to the Parachute Department for 
instruction. 

The flight was very lucky in the assignment of the following named enlisted 
men who arrived on the transport THOMAS: 

Private Carrol L. Shaw, late of Kelly Fiold, Texas, a soldier with over 
twelve years service and a very good line man, 

Private Walter J. Fandrey, a late graduate from the Air Corps Technical 
School, Chanute Field, Illinois. Having completed the course in Armament, his 
services were very badly needed by the Flight as that section is working overt imo 
in requisitioning supplies for the coming Machine Gun and Bombing Practice and in 
getting the guns in A-l condition, Welcome to the little bunch, Walter. 

Sergeant William P,. Wright was promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant. Con- 
gratulations bill, you deserve it after waiting four years for it. The initiating 
committee was on the job and the initiation was a “Howling Success", 

We wish to congratulate some of our pilots on their success in training their 
DHs to take to the water as though they were sea-planes. Tho field is very heavy 
and at high tide very, sluggish for the operation of DHs, due to the heavy dow- 
pours of rain. 

Sixth Photo Section: The typhoon season put a stop almost entirely to the 
Sixth Photo Section's out-door sports, so we now turn our attention to the inter- 
ior of the Photo Hut. 
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A new developing room is being prepared for K-1, moving picture and roll film 
work, With iced installations. a large cabinet is under way to hold all the Kel, 
K-4 and T-1 cameras, with a heating system to keep same at an even temperature. So 
much for the Hut, 

The THOMAS has come and gone taking two and leaving four men, They promise to 
be an asset to the Section, 

First Lisut. George W. Goddard, our new commandins officer, has been troubled 
with Forditis, a peculiar malady with Ford owers. (It won't and then it will run.) 
Between the Section and the Ford, Lieut. Goddard has very little time to spend in 
viewing Manila andj its environs, ¢ 

Sergeant William E. Johnson, our Supyhy Sergeant, was detained at Sternberg 
General Hospital for a whole month with stomach trouble. Yes, this country will 
get the best of us, 

Private Frceman J, Grant, one of the best all around photographers on the 
Field, also served time in Sternberg, but his case was plain Dengue Fever, 


Clark Fisld, F.I,., August 3, 





Major Walton, our Gousanding Officer, and Lt. Schulgen went as far as China 
on last trip home of the THOMAS, for a six wecks’ shopping and sight-seeing tour, 
We expect to see some palitial bachelor quarters when they return, It. J.G. Wil- 
liams is UComsanding Officer in Major Walton's absence. 

The beautifying projec., recéntly started on our *ield, is coming along nice# 
ly» One horse-drawn mower and¢wo men with lawm owers can cut a lot of grass, if 
kept at it steadily, and our lawns and grounds around our hangars, as well as the 
flying field, are responding wondefully to the tender care bestowed upon then, 

Clark Fieli had quite a few visits during the past month, some purely social, 
while others ‘ere more of a business nature. Lts. McCormick and Carr from Camp 
Nichols were among those wn? combined their business and rteasure by giving a few 
lessons in the art of guessing what the other man holds. ‘“‘eir business, however, 
was not so successful and they bcth went home sadder and wiser, Since Lt. Kase, 
of Nichols, aiso had ‘is raid of the month before repulecd with heavy losses, it 
may be that the sport of raiding Clark Field will soon be on the declines 

Licuts. Haddon and Heffley were the victims of our one accident of any con- 
sequence in the past two years. Coming back from two 3-ship formations, we were 
spectators at the crash or a DH from Camp Nichole in which Vaptain Knight was the 
main accor, Fortunately, he was unhurt, but the DE is of no further use to the 
Air Corps. Shortly afterwards Lieuts. Haddon and Heffley crashed, and each suse 
tained painful though not serious injurics, Lieut. Hadden received a cut on the 
forehead and left car, while Lieut. Heffley received a severe blow in the routh, 
knocking out four or five tecth and cutting up the inside of his mouth very badly. 
Both are coming along nicely and will soon be as gocd as ever. The Pls were 
charged up to profit and loss. 





Kindley Ficld, Fort Mills, P.I., August 9. 


Of the last Congressienal party to visit the Philippines, Congressman Byrens, 
Simmons and Arnold and Mr. Byrens, IJr., availed themselves of an air journey from 
lanila to Corregidor and return, on July Cth, in two Kindley Field seaplanes, 
Lieuts. Meloy and Watkins piloted from Manila to the "Rock" and Lieuts. Albro and 
Hodges the return trip. 

On the 9th, Captain Adler, piloting one of the new COA-lAs, piloted Senator 
Hiram Bingham on a cross-country flight from Manila to Olongape and returne 

Douglas seaplane No. 24-5 was condemned on the 12th as unsafe for further 
flying, and No. 24=2, left at Camp Nichols for salvage after Lieut». Patrick had a 
forced landing in Manila Bay due to radiator leak causing the engine to freeze was 
also condemned, thus ending the story of two faithful old Douglas planes at Kind- 
ley Field after two years' hard service. . iy 

The itinerary of Senator Bingiam's visit to the Islands jucluded a trip to 
Corregidor by seaplane. Lisut. Patrick, at the stick of a COA-lA, shattered all 
speed records between Kindley Field and Manila by negotiating the distance in 
twelve minutes. He picked up Senator Bingham and started the return journey, but 
Spying a baby typhoon trying to tear up Corregider, he took a chance on a soft 
field and landed at Camp Nichols just in time to escape the blow, 

The comnissionéd strength of Kindley Field was augmented on the 15th by oe 
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transfer of First Lieut, Park Holland from duty with FPlicht “"B", at Camp Nichols, 
He took over the. duties of Transportation Officer, Police Officer, and Fire Mar. 
shall from Lieut. Watkins, whe now devotes his entire time to the Engineering 
Department. 

The entire comnand was saddened by the death of Corporal Clyde A. Rutherford, 

on July 16th, as a result of injuries received when the Kindley Field Boat bus 
-left the road a short distance from tho Field and rolled dom a fifty-foot em 
_bankment. Corpore] Rutherford was one of the most popular members of the’ organ- 
ization, an excelient soldier and a good uechanic, and his untimely death, at the 
age of twenty-six, comes as a blow to all who knew him. The remains were taken 
to the.U.S. Morgue on July léth, the entire personnel of the Field attending a 
Short. but. impressive ceremony at the docks just prior to the sailing of the Mine 
Planter “Harrison”, which conveyed the body to Manila, Corporal Rutherford, being 
survived by his widow who resides in lianila, will undoubtedly find his final rest. 
ing place at. Fort MckKiniey, Rizal, and it is planned that a truly representativa 
body of his friends and comrades from this Field will attend the final rites. 

Adverse weather conditions during the morth curtailed flying activities, and 
hence the schools for both officers and enlisted men are very active, Approved 
detailed. schedules of training for all personnel are in effect the first period, 
June lst to September 30th, being devoted to school. The officers' school opens 
at 7:30 A.M.,, and the Post School at 11:30 A.M. The schedules are being strictly 
adhered to and the subjects made interesting by careful preparation upon the part 
of the instructors, 

Sergeant Guy Murphy, our midget Squadron Clerk and better known in the organ-~ 
ization as "Murfi-murfiaon" departed these parts on the 13th, having been trans- 
ferred in grade to the Air Corps Detachment, Fort Leavenworth, Kansase "“Murf" 
carried with him the best wishes of the entire command, together with a barrack 
bag full of his beloved Cycle. cigarettes. Sergeant Michaol L. Schultz was trans- 
ferred in grade from Fort Leavenworth as replacement for Sgt. Murphy, and joined 
for duty with the arrival of the THOMAS on July 5th. 


Marshal Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, September 7, 





On August 17th the 16th Observation Squadron attended the dedication of the 
new airport at Kansas City by Col. Charles A. Lindbergh. Major Arnold led the 
five ship formation, The planes returned to their home station on the following 
day. 
On August 29th the Squadron flew in a five-ship formation to Des Moines, 
Iowa, for an event similar to the one at Kansis City, when Col. Lindbergh dedicat- 
ed the new airport. This airport is nine miles northwest of the city and on the 
line of the Transcontinental Air Mail between Omaha, Nebraska, and Chicago, Ill. 
The Chamber of Comaerce Reception Committee were faultless, as no hotel bills 
were received, The Squadron returned August 30th to Marshall Field, 

Second Lieut, James L. Daniel, Resorve, and Staff Sgt. Barlow crashed near 
Bridgeport, Nebraska, August 25th while carrying exscutive mail from North Platte, 
Nebr, to Rapid City, 5.D. Lieut. Daniel was flying in a dense fog and upon be~ 
_ ing forced down to the ground crashed into a tree. The Douglas 0-20 which they 
_were flying was completely washed out, so mich so that no part: of the airplane 
could be salvaged, Lieut. Daniel was seriously injured, having both legs broken, 
Sgt, Barlow escaped with one broken leg. i 


Sen Anenio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Aupust 29, 





Major Jacob E, Fickol, Air Corps, of the Office of the Chief of the Materiel 
Division, was a visitor at this Depot on July 28th and 29th for an inspection and 
conference prior to his return to Wright Field from Kelly Field. ; 

We were glad to see Licut.-Col. Mars, our Commanding Officer, return to his 
office again on August llth. He was sick in the Station Hospital, Fort Sam Hous- 
ton, since July 14th, and was subsequently sick in quarters, suffering from an 
injured back, 

Captain Lewis B, Massie, Quartermaster Corps, was welcomed into our midst 
on August lst. He was transferred from Fort Ringgold to this Depot, relieving — 
Captain Otto J. Langtry, Quartermaster, Corps. The latter was transferred to 
Fort Leavenworth, August 12th for duty as Assistant Quartermastor at that station, 
leaving here on the same date on a few days' leave to make the trip by auto, His 
departure is regrotted»by the personnel of this Depot. He was with us neerly four 
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Major Phillip P. Cook, Air CVorps Reserve, of Paris, Texas, and 2nd Lieut. 
Jerome U. Annis, Air Corps heserve (civilian on duty in the Engineering Department 
of this Depct) were on a tour of active duty truining at this Depot from August 
Mth to August 20th. On the evening of August 12th they were entertained at a 
stag dinner at the San Antonio Country Club by the officers of the Depot, 

Orders were also received on 2nd Lieut. Morris A. Schellhardt, Air Corps Keserve, 
of Pawhuska, Okla., for 14 days’ active duty training here. This Depot has also 
furthered the training activities of the Officers' Reserve Corps by contributing 
two of its employees, 2nd Lieuts. Henry A, Frese and Herbert M, Newstrom, Air 
Corps Reserve, who commenced a period of one vear's active duty each on July lst 
et Maxwell Field, Ala., and Fort Crockett, Texas, respectively. 

First Lieut. Barney M, Giles, Air Corps, accompanied by lir. Wee Wood, Senior 
Administrative assistant, of the Office of the Chief of the Materiel Division, 
visited this Depot from August 8th to lith on a tour by air of the various Air 
Corps activities from Wright Field to the West Coust to inspect supplies and equip- 
ment and confer on Air Corps supply and maintenance problems, Their visit was 
very helpful and snjeyable, 

First Lieut. Robert G, Breen, of Wright Field, arrived here by rail on August 
lst to ferry back a VE-9, 

First Lieut, Arthur G, Hamilton, of Kelly Field, ferried a PT-1 from this 
Nepot to the 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan National Guard, Detroit. 

After ferrying an AT-5 from Mitchel Field to Kelly Ficld, lst Lieut. Lionel 
H. Dunlap, of the Fairfield Air Depot, stopped off at this Depot for a confer- 
ence on Air Corps supplies, 

Some of the civilian personnel of the Depot recently had tours of temporary 
duty with the Headquarters of the Materiel Division and elsewhere for the purpose 
of study and coordination of Aix Corps administrative and technical questions, 

Mr. Victor J. Myers, Machinist ToollRoom Expert and Foreman of the Machine Shop 
in our Engineering Department, was on temporary duty since August 6th on a tour 
including varicus aircraft factories in the East and the ateriel Division at 
Wright Field for a study of engineering shop practices ail methods and for con= 
ferences on maintenarce problems. Mr, Eugene 3, Luder, Uhief Clerk of our Depot 
Supply Departucnt, wes on 15 days'temporary duty at Wrigit Field for conference 
with the Field Service Section on supply matters and instructions in the Air vLorps 
Supply System, returning August 14th. Mr, C.0. Wetherell, in charge of the Civ- 
ilian PersonnoliSection at this Depot, left August 28th on 2 15 days' tour at 
the Matericl Division, Wright Field, for study and coordination of civilian pere 
sonne] employwent and records and Jivil Servica matters, These visits will be 
of inestimable value to the Service in the work of this Depot. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., August 18. 





Major Albert Ly Sneed, Air Corps, arrived at this station on August 10th 
and assumed command, 

Piloting a C-2 Army Transport, lst Lieut. Harry A, Dinger, accompanied by 
Staff Sergeant Paul A. Ritter, landed here on August llth from Boliing Field. 
They remained here for a few days awaiting the arrival of the Hon. W, Frank 
James, of Michigan, who with a prominent contingent will make a tour of Army 
Aviation Centers with a view of obtaining detailéd information concerning 
activities, 

The 316th Observation Squadron, Reserve, is on active status in training 
camp at this station, 12 officers being presont. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Jalif., August 25, 





On August 18th this post supplied a number of planes to search for missing 
Dole Flight participants and planes, Servicetype ships took off at 6:39. Askie 
and continued the search throughout the day without discovering any trace of 


' the flyors, 


Staff Sgt. Benjamin J. King and Fred Sims from the Office Chief of Air Corps, 
arrived August 16th for the purpose of installing the Visual Inspection System 
at this station, : 

The Hon, W, Frank James of Michigan, accompanied by Major ilenry Be Vlagett, 
Air Officer of the 9th Corps Area, Lieut. Harry A, Dinger, AeCe, Lieut. George 
W, Maxey, C.W.S,, Master Sgt. Thomas J. Fowler and Staff Sgt. Paul A, Ritter, 


took off August 17th in a C-2 Transport for the purpose of visiting stations in 
tion V-5721,AsCe 
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18th Fursuit Group, “heeler Field, Schofield Barracks, H.T., July 26. 
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June 29th was a historic day for Wheeler Field, marking the finish of the 

‘first Trans-Facific Flight. When Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger taxied to the 
reviewing stand they were greeted with enthusiasm by a large crovd, Lieut.-Col- 
onel Howard's face, which had an anxicus lock since early dawn, became wreathed 
in smiles when the 0-2 Fokker landed at 6:30 A.wl, The Territorial Governor, De. 
partment Commander, Commandant Naval District and many other dignitaries who had 
assembled, entered into the enthusiastic roceptions 

On July 6th, while participating in an "Aloha" flight, occasioned by the 
departure of Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger, Lieut. Uharles L. Williams, 19th 
Fursuit Squadron, while performing an aileron roll, crashed into the ocean off 
Fort DeRussy. Lieut. Williams' body was not recovered. The cause of the crash 
is unknown, 

The U-2 Fokker Transport, delivered to Hawaii by Lieuts, Maitland and 
Hegenberger, made a five-hour flight on July 2Cth to the Island of Hawaii and 
return, in order to test the plane's radio equipment in connection with the radio 
beacon established on the Island of Maui. The personnel of the flight consisted 
of -- Captain Hubert V. Hopkins, Flight Comaander; Captain Clyde V, Finter, pilot; 
Lieut. John 5. Griffith, alternate pilot; Mr. 0.0, Shangraw, Radio Engineer of 
kicGock Field (Radio operator and navigator); Staff Sergeant Wallace, Mechanic, 
The plane's radio equipment functioned entirely satisfactorily throughout the test, 

On July 25th Wheeler Field was host to about 300 members of the American 
Legion. The Legionairssinsvected the varicusships on display, including the 
Trans-Pacific Fokker, A pursuit formation of three PW-9s, piloted by Lieuts, 
Griffith, Griffiss and Rich, put on an exhibition flight. 

The littie "God" with the bow and arrow has been exceedingly busy among the 
officer personnel of the 18th Pursuit Group, Recently Cuptain Clyde (Kewpie) 

V, Finter, the genia) and rotund Commanding Officer of the 6th Pursuit Squadron, 
led the procession and coumitted Matrimony on June 3rd. Like a good soldier, 
following his "K.C,'s" example, Lieut. Donald *. Stace stepped off. 

49th Bombardment Squadron, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, iid, Auzust 22 





Major Fred H. Coleman reported for duty and assumed command on Augus 5th, 

Cross-country flichts were made to and fromthe following statiois: liiller 
Field, Langley Field, solling Field, Logan Field, Yurgess Field, Mitchel Field 
and Edgewood Arsenals 

Bombing, in cooperation with the Ordnance Department at this station, was 
participated in by comaissioned and enlisted lombers assigned, 75 live bombs, 
veighing 6,475 pounds, teing dropped. The class of tombs used were 300-lb., 100- 
1b,, 50-1b, and 25-1b, demolition, 

Training for aerial bombing was participated in by Air Vorps Keserve officers 
on active duty and enlisted bombers, Sixteen bombs (sand filled) weighing 600 
los. were dropped, the results being satisfactory. The class of bombs used were 
Su-ib, demolition, 

Seven temperature flichts were made for the Ordnance Dept., at ceilings 
ranging from 5,000 to 16,0CO feet, 

From August 4th to 12th about 60 Ordnance Reserve officers (on active duty 
forttwo weeks at Aberdeen j’roving Ground) were given flights in various types of 
planes, These officers were highly elated with their experience, 

Technical Sergeant Davis, pilot, departedffom this station for Edgewood Ar- 
senal on August 15th and from there left in a N2S-1 smoke screen plane, with Pri- 
vate Hoff, operator, and iir, Walton (from tne office of the Uhief, Chemical War- 
fore Service, Washington) us observer, for Mitchel Field, N.Y. Leaving that field 
o the afternoon of August 17th, Sgt. Davis with his crew flew out to sea about 
30 miles fromthe Jersey Coast, where they came upon the steamer “Ile de France" 
heading for New York. Sgt. Davis circled around the ship several times and at 4 
given signal the operator laid a smeke screen, horseshoe fashion, which complete- 
ly enveloped the ship for some minutes, The mission was a complete success and 
wes highly commented on by the newspapers. On completion of his duties, Sgt. Davis 
returned to his home station, via Bolling Field and Hdgewood Arsenal. 

Three Air Corps Reserve officers reported at this station for a period of 
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one year's active service, Since their arrival they have been familiarizing then 
selves with the regulations and restricted areas governing this station, They also 
made~prattice flishts around the reservation, 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, Sept. 12, 





Some of our officers have recently. been enabled to avail themselves of a very 
welcome vacation from the strenuous activities of this Depot. Licut. Norman D. 
Brophy, our Adjutant, left Sept. 12th for a month's leave of absence in Minnesota 
and North Dakota, Lieut, Thomas H, Chapman, Operations Officer, left for Beaumont, 
Texas, Sept. 6th, on leave for three months. Warrant Officer Albert Bloom t ook 
a month's leave, "begining sent. 6th, 

Lieut. tnnks GC. Whitehead, of the Field Service Section, Materiel Division, 
was a visitor at this Depot on Sept. 3rd and oth for some helpful conferences on 
the allocation of planes in thig Uontrol Area. 

The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired by the En- 
gineering Department of the Depot during August: Airplanes - 13 IT-1, 2 VE-9, 1 
0-6, 1 Gl-0, 2 0-2, 1 %0O2, 3 03-0, 1 Douglas Wo, 3 Dil-4liel, 4 DH-4ii-1T, 4 
DH-4i=2T, 4 DH-4il-2, 1 AT-5,1 O-l,total 41; Engines - 22 Liberty,34 Wright-E, 
total 56, 

We have been much intrigued by the cbservations of the Maxwell Field Corres= 
pendent, in the AIK CORPS NEWS LETTER of August 30th, anent our good neighbor, 
Kelly Field, wherein he "wovld also like tc know if there are any large fields 
near Kelly where we cculd lind and keep our ship overnight in case we wanted to 
pay a visit." Without blowing our own horn, we would respectfully counend to 
the Correspondent (if it's plenty of room to land in that's needed), in addition 
to Kelly just across the road, the icp some 600 acres of flying field (Duncan 
Field), and, with all due ucdesty, would state that tne sweep and grandeur of 
the two ficids together, as seen fromthe eir, are simply overwhelming! "One 
visit will convince ycu"-- and the same, moreover, would be appreciated. 








Crissy Field, Prssidio of San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 2. 


Two D.H. airplanes, equipped with tow-target reels and for night flying, 
piloted by Lieut. Wentworth Goss and Staff Set. Paul L. Woodruff, are yow on 
duty at Oapitola, Calif., cooperating with the 63rd Coast Artillery (asA.) in 
tactical training, 

Lieut. Russell L. Maughan visited Crissy Field for a few days before re=- 
tumning to Salt Lake City. He arrived here froa Clover Field in a PT-] airplane 
Which he was ferrying to March Field, 

Major A.L. Sneed made a cross-country trip to Camp Lewis for the purpose of 

nspecting Air Corps activities in connection with cooperation with the 10th 
, Artillery. 
; laster~Sgt. Fowler transported three mechanics to Camp Lewis, two of whom 
eas remain there until the laos of cooperation with the 1Cth Field 
Artillery, 

V Staff Set. Paul L. Woodruff received a letter of commendation fromthe 
Chief of Air Corps on his skill and couraze in maneuvering a disabled airplane 
during an otservation mission near Salt Lake Vity. 


Langley Field, Hampton, Va., Sept. 14, 





19th Airshin Company: On August 16th the TC-5, piloted by Lieut, RR. Gillespie, 
left Washington, N.G, where an aerial exhibition was given for the American Legion 
of that vicinity. Returning to Langley ship was tested and serviced and then left 
for Charlottesville, Virginia where a night mission was performed in the rays of 
the mammoth 1,385,000,000 candle power searchlight. Onthis trip the ship was 
piloted by Lieut. L. A. Skinner, with Major AeC. Krogstad, executive officer of 





‘Langley Field, and Captain Charles E. McCullough, as observers. The same day 


the TC=-9 performed two interesting missions, one a training mission with ilajor 
Frank M. Kemedy from the Office of the Chief of Air Corps as observer, In the 
afternoon, Lieut. W.J. Flocd, Commanding Officer of the 19th, and Lieut. B.T. 
Starkey, as pilots, flew the TC-9 to ashington, D.v., and turned it over to 
Lighter-than-Air pilots at that place for flying training. The return was ace 
Complished at night, arriving at Langley at 1:40 A.M. 

On August 19th both ships were flown at a review of the Virginia National 
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Guard by Governor Eyrd at Virginia seach, After particips ting in the denonst ratig 
both ships were landed, and Sovernor Byrd, Colonel W,D. Newbill, Asst, Adjutant.% 
Generel cf Virginia, Colonel J.F. Pright, Commanding Officer of the 1u3rd Infant 
V.N.G. and the Mayor of Kichmond were taken abourd and florm to Richmond, arriving 
at 6:10 P.M. The pilots on this mission were Lieuts, Flood, Starkey and Gillespig 

in seven flying days the TC-5 and TO-9 flew a total of 126 ship hours and 
€36 man hours, ' 

Reserve officers ontwo weeks' training with tue 19th included Captain 
Charles E. McCullough and lst Lieut. Ess. slanchards 

Captain E.S. Schofield, pilot, Captain c.u, incCullough, Lieuts. Heo Bla ‘nichay 
and L.F , Young and private Larson. particinated in a free balloon flight on dugedym 
balloon ascended at 2:20 1 .ii., end landed four hours later in a meadow near Drive 
ers, Virginia, a distance of approximately eighty miles. 

Lieut. U.G. Ent, AC. reported for duty august 3Cth and was assigned as Post 
Personnel Adjutant for temporary duty. Lieut. AI. Puryear assumed command of 
the Company on August 2dth, Lieut. Flood having been ordered to Aberdeen for two 
months’ ).S. in connection with A.s» firing, 
20th Bombardnent Squairon: The Squadron has been furnishing bombers for most of 
the flying done’ by the 2nd Lomberdment Group. The two Martin bombers, the NsS<4 
and the new LE-5 were flovn continuously on every flying dey this week. Hach 
plane averaged about nine hours for the week, which is considered a fairly goed 
mark, due to the fact that there are only four mornings during which missions 
are performed, 

Our Squadron Comaander, Captain Hale, was away at McUock Field on the Bomb 
—— Board testing new ecuipment, namely ,t} 1e newUurtiss Bombers 

Captain Asa N. Duncar, on duty with tne Alabama National Guard for the 





five year3, revortec on Mondsy und was assigned as Squadron Commander. The 
ron reercts very much to 3.ce Cartain Hale as its Cowmander, but hopes that 
will cor. inue to lend his experience and advice to us. We also wish to welcome 
Captair Duncan +o the Squadron aud feel certain that the same high standard of 
efficies*y and csprit de corps will continue urder his jurisdiction. 

In additisn to Captais Duncan, Lieuts. AH. Johnson, !1.0, Lichtenherger, 
and W.J. Davies. A.O., recent graduates of Kelly Field, reported for aity and 


were assigned to various auties in the Squadrou and noth. 

On September Ist, the 2nd Bombardment Group training schedule was inaugurated, 
providing a very aabitious training schedule in bombing, machine gun practice, 
night ilving end navigetion problems for the training of the Group personnel. 
This Squadron iimediately started training, anc satisfactory progress is being made 
: A new Li-5 was received by the Squadron wiich promises more satisfactory pers 
formance than the earlier model, in that it has three rudders and the motors are 
set parallel to the axis of the plane, It is being flight tested by Lieut. Drumm 
and soon wili be placed in general service. 
96th Bombardwent Squadron: This organization,on special duty with the Summer 
Training Flight for a period of two months, returned for duty. During the Summer 
Training quite a number of differert tyve of airplanes were flown, The maintenane 
was carried out to a high degree and no serious accident of any kind occurred. 
4A total of 935 hours and 55 miautes was flown by three camps of O,R.U. during 
the period. 

Due to so meny men of this organization being on special duty with the Sum- 
mer Training Flight the Squetron picnic scheduled for August was postponed to 
September 14. Quite a number of candidates from this organization turned out for 
the Post Football tean, 

General News of Field: Colonel Culver, Commanding Officer of the field, flew a 
Diie4il-2 from the 5SSth Service Squadron on a Cross-country mission to Bolling 
Field and return, working out a problem of aerial navigation en route. 

Major McChord, Comuanding Officer of Chanute Field, left this station August 
e3rd en route to Chanute es. flying a DeHaviland Fhotographic plane which 
was transferred fromthe 59th Service to that station. 
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